m, JL, 1^4/84 

Over a period of tine Senator Durenberger and I exchanged views on -“atin 
American policy, particularly about Nicaragua. His were personal letters and I 
think I sent you copies. 

I have no way of knowing wliat, il' any influence what I said had on him but 
his last weeks statement of position is in accord with the xx)licy I was tryiiig to 
get him to see is our best policy. 

At a tine when he may have the intelligence committee chairmanship in the 
balance he made a clear statement of whaT his policy is, against covert action 
in Nicaragua and only '* judicious'* covert action at any time, at any time this 
vjrould be courageous, but when it entices powerful forces to keep him out of the 
chainll^mship it is particularly courageous. 

He deserves respect and his position is the correct position. 

He has made powerful enenies. I hope they are not able to hurt him. I fear 
they will try. 

The ultras will be out to PaC Mm away when he runs for reelection. 

I hope tMs is a sign of what v/e may expect from a few other politicians. 

It certainly represent a great need at a dangerous time. 

» The general I refer to is Gavin. 1 interviewed him, on tape for a book-ond- 
aathor sliow in I tMnk 1 967 , at the American "^ooksellers Association annual 
convention, then at the Shoreham, in V/ashiiigton. 

He acknowledged that JPfcC had ordered the liquidation of the Vietnam 
adventure. V/hat I say is what JPK told Ms generals about VN, 

HW 






